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Annual Trend Report Q&A With KBDN

Each year, Kitchen & Bath Design News 
(KBDN) publishes a product trend report 
on cabinets. Cindy Draper, Canyon 
Creek’s marketing manager, provides 
responses to their thought-provoking 
questions:

What are the current overall trends 
you are seeing in the kitchen cabinet 
industry? Do these trends vary for 
different price points, and if so, how?

Comfort and functionality are at the 
forefront of everyone’s minds with regards 
to kitchen design as is the open-concept 
kitchen with its Universal Design, family-
friendly amenities.  Kitchen layouts have 
been opened up to accommodate the 
needs of all family members as the central 
gathering place in the home—complete 
with docking/charging stations in and 
around the kitchen.

We continue to see more and more 
requests for open shelving and glass-
front cabinets in place of the upper 
closed-door cabinets.  People are relying 
more on pantries for food storage, and 
the presentation in this open storage 
has become a priority with eye-catching 
dishware, kitchen accessories and décor on 
display.

Painted cabinets are 
growing in popularity, 
especially with bold, 
dark colors and vibrant 
reds, greens and 

blues.  Our “Colors by Canyon Creek” and 
“Pick Your Paint” custom paint color match 
programs currently have nearly 10,000 
colors in our library plus the formula 
accessibility of most major paint brands.

We are seeing darker paint tones on 
the island which works well with lighter 
cabinets in the rest of the kitchen and the 
use of grey as a neutral background.

Colorful backsplashes are becoming more 
common and the size of them is trending 
towards bigger and taller, and taking the 
backsplash all the way to the ceiling.

Mixing materials such as wood, metal and 
glass on cabinet doors have also been on 
the rise.

Black countertops are in—from granite to 
quartz to man-made surfaces.

White kitchens also remain popular 
because they pair well with the larger, 
bold backsplashes, black countertops and 
lighting fixtures.    
 

http://www.canyoncreek.com/about_us/certificates_awards/
http://www.canyoncreek.com/about_us/organizations_memberships/
https://www.facebook.com/CanyonCreek?v=wall&ref=nf
http://www.canyoncreek.com/products/the_nuts_and_bolts/colors_by_cc.asp
http://www.canyoncreek.com/products/the_nuts_and_bolts/pick_your_paint.asp


Q&A With KBDN continued
What are the differences in trends for stock, semi-custom 
and custom cabinetry? Are these trends changing in any 
significant ways?   

We continue to see more requests for Katana, our budget 
frameless line (pictured below).  Although homeowners 
have become more value-conscious, they still want the 
choices and flexibility provided with semi-custom and 
custom cabinetry.  They don’t want to be limited to the 
standard sizes available with stock cabinetry nor to a 
standard color offering.    

As more manufacturers offer custom-like features 
on stock cabinetry, as well as semi-custom cabinets, 
what is the impact for custom cabinet manufacturers?  
Are higher-end cabinets being differentiated in any 
particular way?  

Beginning in 2009, Canyon Creek Cabinet Company grew 
its product lines to encompass two entry-level framed and 
frameless cabinet product lines that have limited SKUs, 
materials and colors, and directly compete with stock 
cabinet offerings.

Are designers/consumers asking for clean, simple lines 
or more ornamental designs?  What cabinetry style is 
most in demand? What type of door style is most in 
demand? 

Transitional styles are still 
popular with clean, simple lines.  
Transitional themes—with a lack 
of ornamentation—that combine 
traditional and contemporary 
designs with simple lines mixed  
with curves.

The Shaker door style (as well as 
variations on Shaker) remains ever-
popular because of its versatility, 
lending itself to fit into any design.

What type of wood is being used most often?  Are you 
seeing bigger demand for painted or stained finishes, 
and in what colors/tones?  

Maple is still the number one choice in wood, while cherry; 
alder and beech are also popular.  Textured laminates are 
gaining in popularity as are eco-friendly materials.  As 
noted above, while white remains a classic choice, custom 
paint colors in bold or unusual tones are being requested 
more and more.

How does storage needs impact cabinet design trends?  
Are there particular interior storage elements that are in 
high demand?  

Customized storage is a must-have in kitchens of all sizes.  
For example, storage units hidden inside cabinets, and 
creative corner storage options such as lazy susans, make 
the most of awkward spaces.

We have requests for greater accessibility in under-cabinet 
storage so that the entire household can use it, regardless 
of their physical capabilities.  We’ve seen more kitchen 
designs that accommodate multi-cook households.  All the 
cooks want their own prep areas with enough storage and 
counter space so that they aren’t bumping into each other.

Items that used to be almost exclusively stored in wall 
cabinets (like plates and bowls) are now commonly stored 
in wide, deep drawers in the base cabinets.  Designs which 
incorporate pull-outs, sliding trays, and drawer storage 
inserts are becoming more commonplace.  

Consumers want to be able to use every bit of  
available space, and want their cabinetry to look, feel 
and function like furniture, with built-in appliances 
hidden behind the cabinet doors to create a smooth, 
cohesive look throughout the kitchen.

http://www.canyoncreek.com/products/katana/
http://www.canyoncreek.com/door_styles/


Want your laundry area to be more convenient? Consid-
er integrating a washer and dryer into your kitchen. This 
makes it easier to multi-task while preparing dinner or 
paying bills in the kitchen. Here’s how to blend the two 
rooms without creating a cramped space:

Install front-load washer and dryer units that blend in 
with the rest of your kitchen appliances. Cabinets and 
countertops that match (or complement) your kitchen 
design will create a cohesive look. 

Use under-cabinet task lighting to create a bright zone 
near your washer and dryer. Stains will be easier to spot, 
as will missing buttons and broken zippers. 

Have a closet near the kitchen that’s not in use? Consider 
moving your laundry unit into the space to hide it from 
the rest of the room. If you don’t have a closet, you can 
still hide stacked machines behind a brightly patterned 
curtain or sliding door.

If you have the space, a large and spacious utility sink is 
perfect for your laundry/kitchen combination. The basin 
can double as a hand-washing station and a space to 
soak stained clothes.

Creative Ways To Organize Shoes
If you don’t have the proper space to organize your shoe col-
lection, the pairs often end up jumbled on the closet floor. Not 
only does this make for a less-than-appealing closet, it makes 
it difficult to find the shoes for which you’re looking! Try out 
any of these unique storage ideas for your shoe collection:

Shoeboxes are easy to stack on top of one another in your 
closet to save on space. However, these boxes don’t make it 
easy to see what shoes are inside. This is where you can get 
creative and print out pictures of your shoes and tie them to 
the boxes with ribbon. Clear plastic boxes or shallow bins are 
another great storage solution.

Turn your shoes into a focal point in your closet design by  
putting them on angled shelving. You’ll be able to easily see 
each pair of shoes, and it gives your closet the feeling of a 
great boutique.

For a rustic way to store your shoes, search for an old wooden 
ladder that you can place against a wall in your closet. This is 
the perfect option for heeled shoes because they easily hang 
on each rung of the ladder.

Move Your Laundry Into Your Kitchen

http://www.canyoncreek.com/closets-plus/
http://www.canyoncreek.com/closetsplus/photogallery.asp?Gi=CP
http://www.canyoncreek.com/kitchen-design/
http://www.canyoncreek.com/kitchen-design/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/canyoncreekcabinetco/sets/72157641524615903/


Design Tips For Your Home Office
Working from your home comes with many benefits, like saving money on  
gas, or spending commute time with your family instead of your car. But  
sometimes, working at home can have its distractions - especially if you don’t  
live alone. However, the design of your home office can help boost productivity 
for a successful day.

Even if your home office is located in your bedroom or living room, it’s important 
to define the space as a work area only. Use room dividers such as a folding screen 
or ceiling-mounted curtains to act as a partition between your office and the rest 
of the room. Traditional cabinetry can also work as a room divider - opt for glass 
panels to keep the room light and airy.

Take advantage of windows nearby to let natural light shine into your space. The 
exposure to the light can help boost your mood and energy levels to make you 
more productive. Make sure that any overhead lighting isn’t too dim - replace 
bulbs with bright bulbs to give you enough light to work with.

Finally, add plants to give a splash of color to your workspace, and to help you  
de-stress and give you a boost of mental energy. No room for plants? Paint the 
walls a sage green color to implement the shades of nature into your workspace.

Our “Fresh Tips & Trends” page is full of design tips for kitchens, baths and other rooms. You’ll also 
find articles on current trends, sustainable living, renovation ideas, cabinet styles and more.» »Fresh Tips  

& Trends

When remodeling, consider the style of your home when 
you’re choosing cabinets. For instance, traditional cabinetry 
may not be a good fit for a modern kitchen, but would blend 
perfectly in a Victorian-style space. Here are some tips for 
matching your cabinet styles to your home’s design aesthetic:

Modern.  A modern style kitchen puts an emphasis on clean-
liness, smooth lines and simple colors. Shaker-style cabinet 
doors offer a straightforward look for a modern kitchen and 
are a versatile option that can be paired with a colorful  
backsplash, a geometric area rug and rich wood floors.

Country farmhouse. Glass-front cabinets would be a great 
choice for a farmhouse kitchen because they contribute a 
light, airy and rustic vibe to the space. Wood cabinets are 
another appropriate choice for a country kitchen because  
of the laid-back tone they give off.

Traditional. For an elegant, traditional kitchen, opt for  
cabinets with a little more detail that can contribute a  
timeless feel to your space. Enhance the look of the cabinets 
with layered mouldings and more ornate cabinet hardware.

Choosing Cabinets For Your Home

http://www.canyoncreek.com/kitchen-design/
http://www.canyoncreek.com/cabinet-styles/
http://www.canyoncreek.com/photo_gallery/cornerstone_rooms.asp
http://www.canyoncreek.com/photo_gallery/millennia_kitchens.asp
http://www.canyoncreek.com/custom-cabinetry-news/
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Open Door Building Solutions, 
located in Doylestown, PA, provides 
primarily cabinetry and wood 
countertops and along with their 
partners, provides renovation 
and remodeling services for both 
residential and commercial projects.  
Led by Emily Fischel, the certified 
women-owned company (WBENC) 

provides hands-on service throughout the entire building 
process, including project design.  

Working through Canyon Creek’s 
Design Services Program and local 
designers, the company will provide 
a personalized cabinet design for 
each customer to create the most 
functional and attractive space, 
using a wide range of cabinetry 
products.  

Their low-overhead business model 
allows them to obtain the highest 
quality cabinetry, countertop 
materials, fixtures and appliances, 
to provide the greatest value for their customers.  Along 
with a talented team of renovation specialists and 
contractors, interior designers and space planners, the 
company will match the right talent for the job.    

 

Emily has helped homeowners design and customize 
their homes for many years as a real estate sales and 
marketing professional.  She is an NAHB certified 
sales professional, and holds a real estate license 
in Pennsylvania.  Emily’s marketing talents include 
copywriting, web design and online promotion.

Spotlight: Open Door Building Solutions

Visit the ODBS website:  
http://www.opendoorbuildingsolutions.com,

call Emily at 267-228-5494 or email
emily@opendoorbuildingsolutions.com

This whole-house remodel, 
designed by Moira McHugh 

Designs, features English 
Sycamore in the kitchen 

and Cream high gloss foil in 
the spacious master bath

http://www.opendoorbuildingsolutions.com/
mailto: emily@opendoorbuildingsolutions.com


 
Emily values team members and consultant partners such 
as Moira McHugh, owner of the prestigious Moira McHugh 
Designs, who consults for Emily with space planning 
and interior design.  Nancy Berger brings many years of 
experience in sales, marketing and communication in 
industries as diverse as public transportation, newspaper 
publishing and real estate.    

Open Door Building Solutions won the award for “Best 
Kitchen of the Year” for 2012 from the Bucks, Montgomery, 
Chester & Delaware Home Builders Associations, is a 
member of the NKBA, NAHB, Professional Women in Building 
Council of the NAHB, designed cabinetry for the 2014 Bucks 
County Designer House & Gardens and was also selected 
for a 2014 “Best of Houzz” award for Outstanding Customer 
Service.   They are currently expanding their cabinetry 
business to Bolton Landing, NY, and the surrounding areas 
of Lake George & the Adirondack Mountains. 

Spotlight: ODBS continued 

See what ODBS is up to on Houzz:
http://www.houzz.com/pro/opendoorbuildingsolutions/ 

open-door-building-solutions

These homeowners went with a more traditional look from 
our Cornerstone line. The kitchen features white-painted 
Shaker cabinets, while the bath below has Quincy doors in 
Icing paint. Open Door partner Moira used components from 
Canyon Creek’s Closets Plus to give the laundry room an entire 
wall of storage & organization.

http://www.houzz.com/pro/opendoorbuildingsolutions/open-door-building-solutions
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